Annex E

OVERDUE AIRCRAFT PROCEDURES / NATIONAL SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) PLAN

____________________________________________________________________________

A-E-1.  General.  The immediate notice of an overdue aircraft and the immediate response by the Detachment in initiating this Plan is of utmost importance. SEE Aircraft Emergency BINDER

    a.  Definition of overdue aircraft:  Any aircraft that has not filed with FSS and is 45 minutes past ETA.

    b.  Should an aircraft be noted as overdue, the OIC or NCOIC at the time should be prepared to make a swift, accurate decision as to whether or not this Plan is initiated.

    c.  Confidentiality is imperative.  Initiation of this Plan and the subsequent release of information to anyone concerning actions taken are solely the responsibility and the prerogative of the Detachment CO or his representative.

A-E-2.  Scope.  This Plan covers the awareness, initiation and search phases as well as peripheral requirements as needed.

A-E-3.  Applicability.  This plan is to be used in conjunction with the Detachment 45 SOP and to augment the Pre-Accident Plan.

A-E-4.  Procedure.  If an aircraft is overdue, the following actions will be taken:

    a.  Conduct a radio search on VHF and UHF operations frequencies.

    b.  Try each frequency at least two (2) times at thirty (30) second intervals.

    c.  If no response is received after five (5) minutes of calling, request other aircraft in the area attempt to contact the aircraft on both frequencies.

    d.  A ramp and hangar check will be made for the missing aircraft.

    e.  If no other aircraft are aloft, continue the radio search for another 15 minutes.

    f.  If the radio search fails to make contact after 20 minutes, an aircraft, if available, will be launched in an effort to establish contact. Monitor 134.0 and Guard frequencies.  (Note: PRC-90 has the following UHF frequencies installed, 243.0 and 282.8 that are UHF guard frequencies.  VHF frequency 121.5 is available on the PRC-90.)

    g.  A vehicle will be sent to all parts of the airfield to search for the aircraft. 

    h.  If 30 minutes have elapsed and all communication attempts have failed, initiate step 5, Initial Action Phase.

A-E-5.  Initial Action Phase.

    a.  The Detachment CO or his representative will be notified immediately of the situation. If the Detachment commander elects to initiate this Plan, this Plan takes priority over all activities with respect to communications, equipment and personnel.

    b.  Upon initiation of this phase the Detachment CO or designated OIC will accomplish the following in sequence:

       (1).  Continue monitoring radios and make periodic calls "in the blind" for the missing aircraft.

       (2).  Call the following agencies:

          (a).  Reno FSS (1-800-992-7433).

          (b).  Renon Approach Control.

          (c).  JOSAC (1-800-256-7609) (Give OSA Mission Number).

          (d).  DIRAAVN (502) 564-1471.

          (e).  AASF-FFT, if not previously notified.

          (f).  AASF Operations Officer for release of equipment to be used in conducting the search.

A-E-6.  Search Phase.

    a.  At this time the Facility CO will initiate a plan of action for conducting a search by ground and air. The following procedure is recommended:

       (1).  Analyze the situation:

          (a).  What was the aircraft doing?

          (b).  What possibly could have happened to the aircraft?

          (c).  What is the experience level of the crew?

          (d).  In what area were they operating?

          (e).  What mode of flight?

          (f).  What was the mission?

          (g).  Max range of aircraft (powered and glide).

       (2).  Gather information:

          (a).  Weather – Flt. Opns

          (b).  Flight Plan - Flt Opns

          (c).  Mission briefing and Brief Back - Flt Opns

          (d).  Aircraft Historical Records - Maint

          (e).  Maps of the Area - Flt Opns

          (f).  Crash Grid Maps - ASO

          (g).  Aircrew availability - Flt Opns

          (h).  Aircraft availability - Maint

          (i).  Ground support available - Garrison

          (j).  POL available - Maint

          (k).  Personnel Data Sheets from SAR File (App B) - ASO

       (3).  Formulate a Plan.

          (a).  Put aircrews on alert.

          (b).  Draw commo equipment.

          (c).  Draw ground vehicles.

          (d).  Prepare aircraft for flight.

          (e).  Determine search areas.

          (f).  Determine search methods (See FM 20-150, National Search and Rescue Manual).

          (g).  Request assistance from county authorities.

       (4).  Execute the Plan; supervise; refine.

          (a).  Brief search parties on:

             (1).  Situation.

             (2).  Composition of search teams including leaders.

             (3).  Search areas.

             (4).  Search methods.

             (5).  Commo.

             (6).  Accident site procedures.

             (7).  OPSEC.

             (8).  Time limits (when to return, etc.).

          (b).  Designate RTO.

             (1).  Brief law enforcement officials involved.

             (2).  Supervise SAR mission.

             (3).  Keep DIRAAVN informed.

    b. Crash site procedures.

       (1).  As soon as the aircraft is found, radio the location to operations immediately either directly or via a nearby aircraft.

       (2).  ASO will initiate the Pre-Accident Plan at this time.

       (3).  If the aircraft has crashed, approach the area with caution.  Be aware of fuel fumes, fires and composite materials, if there is a fire at the site.

       (4).  Attempt to locate the crewmembers/ passengers and administer first aid as required.  Do not attempt to move injured personnel unless there is danger of a post-crash fire. Wait for the aircraft that is designated for Medevac, or call civil Medevac A/C.

       (5).  If any occupants are deceased, make no attempt to move them until examined by a Coroner.

       (6).  The OIC at the scene will designate site guards.

       (7).  Do not pick up, move or in any way disturb any parts of the wreckage.

       (8).  Do not allow anyone not of competent authority to enter the area.  Contact County Sheriff to secure site.

       (9).  All other aircraft and vehicles will return to the Facility and await further instructions.

A-E-7.  Notification of Next of Kin.

    a.  Only the Facility Supervisor, in conjunction with the AAASF Operations Officer, has the authority to release information or notify the next of kin.

    b.  Due to the sensitive nature of the procedures in this plan, it in imperative that all employees understand the unnecessary pain and suffering that could be inflicted upon spouses and family members by any unauthorized, premature release of information. Of special note is AR 340-17 that references the federal code and its penalties for unauthorized release of information.

A-E-8.  Communications.  Priority for communications equipment, both radio and telephone, will be given to this plan.

    a.  No calls will be made from this facility except as authorized by the SAO and only if related to the SAR operation.

    b. No incoming calls will be accepted except those directly relating to the SAR operation.

    c.  One or two phone lines will be put on hold to prevent unnecessary incoming calls.

    d.  Radio traffic during the operation will be kept to a minimum and only transmissions relating to the SAR operation will be sent. Transient aircraft that arrive during this time will be instructed to stay off the air.

    e.  Absolutely NO ONE will give any information to anyone concerning the situation. This includes their own spouses, next of kin, the press, or anyone outside of the facility who does not have a need to know.

    f.  The SAO is the only authority for the release of any information. Any calls requesting information will be referred to him.

A-E-9.  Personnel.  Priority for personnel functions will be given to this Plan.

    a.  Actions and duties called for in each individual's job description will be secondary to this Plan.

    b.  All personnel will make themselves available to the SAO for SAR operations.

    c.  Safety awareness by all personnel is essential.  Extra care should be taken to emphasize safety. Time is of the essence, however, activities should not be rushed to create an unsafe environment. Personal injuries and equipment damage will only hamper the SAR operations.

    d.  All personnel not assigned to flight operations or not involved in the operation will remain clear of the operations area.

A-E-10.  Equipment.  All equipment assigned or hand receipted to the facility will be made available to the Facility CO for use in the SAR operation.

    a.  Ground transportation will be hand receipted from OMS #5.

    b.  Besides the radios that accompany vehicles, a PRC-112 or PRC-90 will be issued to each vehicle to monitor UHF guard frequencies.

A-E-11.  Pre-Accident Plan.  Upon discovery of aircraft wreckage, the Pre-Accident Plan will be activated.  Upon its activation this Plan will cease operation and all procedures will be accomplished IAW the Pre-Accident Plan and SOP.

    a.  The Facility ASO will assume responsibility for the crash site.

    b.  Only the ASO, unless otherwise directed by the SAO, will transmit any information to the Safety Center.

A-E-12.  Post SAR Operations.

    a.  An After Action Report will be drafted for the SAO's signature as soon after conclusion of SAR Operations as possible.

    b.  All personnel involved in the SAR operations will make themselves available to the Facility ASO until the arrival of the Accident Investigation Team.
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