CHAPTER  9

AVIATION LIFE SUPPORT EQUIPMENT
____________________________________________________________________________

9-1.  Purpose.  AR 95-1 governs the use and general requirements for Aviation Life Support Equipment (ALSE).  This chapter establishes responsibilities, standards for maintenance and procurement of life support equipment.  ALSE pertains to all equipment designed to sustain crewmembers and passengers throughout the flight environment and provides a reliable means of survival in emergency situations. 

9-2.  General.  All personnel participating in aerial flight, either as a crewmember or a pilot, will adhere to the requirements of this chapter.  ALSE personnel will perform inspections and maintenance IAW published directives and regulations.  The use of ALSE, survival and protection equipment, as prescribed herein, will be utilized by all crewmembers on all flights IAW AR 95-1 and NGR 95-1.

9-3.  References:  AR 95-1, NGR 95-1, DA Pam 738-75

9-4.  Duties and Responsibilities. 

    a.  The Detachment Commander will: 

       (1).  Have overall responsibility for the unit ALSE Program.

       (2).  Appoint an Aviation Life Support Officer on unit orders.

       (3).  Ensure ALSE personnel (OSA Det 45 ALSE Officer is not required to be ALSE trained.) are trained by an approved ALSE school. 

       (4).  Establish procedures for accountability (issue and receipt) of survival equipment issued to individuals or laterally transferred to the Army Aviation Support Facility (AASF) or other units.

    b.  The Detachment Aviation Safety Officer will: 

       (1).  Monitor all aviation activities to ensure the proper use of protective clothing and ALSE. 

       (2).  Ensure Operational Hazards Reports (OHR) on ALSE are being submitted on defective ALSE. 

    c.  The Detachment Aviation Life Support Officer will: 

       (1).  Assist, advise, and represent the commander in all matters pertaining to ALSE. 

       (2).  Update the ALSE SOP, as necessary. 

       (3).  Ensure the implementation of this SOP, as necessary. See www.flyosa.com  

       (4).  Ensure that all flight crewmember equipment authorized by the appropriate Clothing Table Allowances (CTA), is on hand and/or issued to unit flight crewmembers. 

       (5).  Ensure that all personnel utilizing ALSE are familiar with the proper operation, use and maintenance of the unit ALSE. 

       (6).  Coordinate with the AASF ALSE Technician on the issue, procurement, replacement and maintenance of the unit ALSE. 

       (7).  Coordinate with the AASF ALSE Officer on the unit ALSE Training Program. 

       (8).  Become familiar with the AASF ALSE Retrieval Program as found in the AASF Pre-Accident Plan.

       (9).  Brief annually paragraph 8-12, AR 95-1.

    d.  The Pilot-in-Command will: 

       (1).  Be responsible for the proper type of survival kits to be installed or present in the aircraft for specific type missions over large expanses of water or terrain. Over-water kits for flights in excess of one (1) hour are required. HEBD bottles will be on board for these flights.  Exceptions to this policy will be at the Commander’s discretion.

       (2).  Ensure that the required safety equipment (survival kit, two (2) PRC 90 radios, and three (3) first aid kits) is on board the aircraft, with current inspections, and that personnel on board are briefed on the proper use of this equipment IAW AR 95-1. 

       (3).  Ensure there are installed seat belts, seats, and oxygen masks for each passenger on the aircraft, and that the passengers are briefed on their operation.

       (4).  Preflight the PRC 90 radios.  This preflight will include:

          (a).  Visual inspection for defects, broken/missing parts and on/off switch set to off.  Ensure the threaded fastener is tight, holding the antenna to the radio.

          (b).  Turn on radio and rotate the channel/mode selector through all positions to ensure operation.

          (c).  Turn radio off and secure in designated locations in the aircraft.

          (d).  Problems and deficiencies will be reported to the ASO as soon as possible.

    e.  The Aircrewmember will: 

       (1).  Comply with the provisions of this SOP to ensure maximum reliability and operational readiness of ALSE. 

       (2).  Ensure that periodic inspections have been accomplished on personnel ALSE, by checking Form DD 1574 (yellow tag).  If inspections are not current, crewmembers will not fly until qualified alse personnel inspect assigned equipment. 

       (3).  Perform preflight inspections of all assigned ALSE prior to each flight. 

       (4).  Be responsible for care, cleaning and security of personal ALSE. 

       (5).  Flight crews are not required to wear flotation devices, but have them readily available.

9-5. Inspections and Testing.  Inspections and testing will be IAW appropriate TM’s, TWX’s, Navy and Air Force operator’s manuals.  Preflight of ALSE will be IAW the appropriate operator’s manuals and as prescribed by unit ALSE technicians.  Flight crewmembers will preflight ALL equipment prior to flight.  The appropriate manuals and inspection intervals at the end of this section.

9-6.  Interface with Detachment 45 OSACOM and the AASF. 

    a.  The AASF ALSE Tech will be responsible for inspecting the survival radios.

    b.  Inspection and repair of unit ALSE will be conducted in the AASF ALSE Room using facility maintained test and repair equipment during unit assemblies.  The AASF will also stock, order, and maintain the supporting bench stock for the unit. 

9-7.  Mobilization.  In the event of mobilization, a support relationship will be established with the host unit.  If a support relationship with the host unit cannot be established the ALSE Officer will establish a program as outlined below.

    a.  Upon arrival at the mobilization site the unit ALSE officer will provide the Commander with a listing of NSN, Noun Nomenclature, and quantity of items on hand.

    b.  The ALSO will coordinate with the direct logistical support element to create a PLL for the ALSE Shop and authorized stock levels to be maintained.

    c.  The ALSE officer will order all required repair parts on DA Form 2765 and forward them through the ALSO for priority designator approval to the logistical support element.
    d.  The ALSE officer will maintain all PLL items in a secured manner and issue PLL stock to the ALSETs on an as needed basis.  As items are issued out a usage will be documented to reflect the current level on hand.

    e.  Qualified detachment personnel will inspect first aid kits.

9-8. ALSE Retrieval.  In the event of an accident, this unit will utilize the AASF ALSE retrieval program as stated in the Pre-Accident Plan.  In the event of mobilization, we will utilize the host installation ALSE retrieval program.

Nomenclature
Publication
Inspection Interval

AN/PRC-90 survival Radio
TM 11-5820-800-13&P
120 days

Survival Kit
**
120 days

Over water Survival Kit

HEBDS Bottles
**

**
120 days

As Required

**Appropriate contract maintenance manuals.  Preflight instructions are listed in these manuals. The manual listed above is available for review in the AASF ALSE shop.  The individual user will perform a preflight of his/her own clothing.  Unserviceable flight gear should be turned into the HQSTARC NV Central Issuing Facility (CIF) technician as soon as possible.
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