SUBJECT:  TECHNICAL ADVISORY MESSAGE # 99, PETROLEUM 

OPERATIONAL SAFETY - STATIC GROUNDING POINTS
1.  DISSEMINATE THIS INFORMATION TO ALL PERSONNEL INVOLVED 

IN PETROLEUM OPERATIONS AND AVIATION SAFETY.
2.  THE FM 10-68 (AIRCRAFT REFUELING) HAS BEEN RESCINDED AND 

REPLACED BY FM 10-67-1 (CONCEPTS AND EQUIPMENT OF PETROLEUM 

OPERATIONS) EFFECTIVE 2 APRIL 1998.  SIGNIFICANT ARMY-WIDE 

DISCUSSION HAS SURFACED SINCE THEN IN REFERENCE TO TESTING 

FREQUENCIES OF GROUNDING POINTS USED FOR AVIATION AND 

GENERAL PETROLEUM REFUELING OPERATIONS.  TRADOC ENGINEER 

MEMORANDUM, 27 SEP 90, SUBJECT: TRADOC POLICY - TESTING 

STATIC GROUNDING POINTS, GRANTED A WAIVER TO THE OLD FM 10-

68 REQUIREMENT FOR ANNUAL TESTING OF GROUNDING POINTS.  

FORSCOM MEMORANDUM, 15 SEP 94, SUBJECT: EXEMPTION OF FORSCOM 

INSTALLATIONS FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF FM 10-68 FOR TESTING 

OF GROUNDING POINTS ON ARMY INSTALLATIONS, GRANTED A SIMILAR 

WAIVER.  DURING THEIR TENURE, THESE WAIVERS PRECLUDED ANY  

CONTINUING TESTING TO VERIFY PERFORMANCE OF GROUND POINTS. 

3.  WITH THE RELEASE OF FM 10-67-1 AND REVISED GROUND 

TESTING FREQUENCIES FOUND THEREIN, THE TRADOC AND FORSCOM 

WAIVERS ARE NO LONGER VALID.  THE NEW GROUND TESTING 

FREQUENCIES IN FM 10-67-1 HAVE BEEN COORDINATED THROUGHOUT 

THE ARMY PROFESSIONAL PETROLEUM COMMUNITY AND WITH 

RESPECTIVE SAFETY POCS WITHIN TRADOC AND FORSCOM.  ALL 

SOURCES AGREED WITH THE GUIDANCE SET FORTH IN FM-10-67-1 AND 

RECOMMEND THAT All ARMY PETROLEUM UNITS COMPLY WITH THESE 

PROCEDURES.  IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE GROUND TESTING 

PROCEDURES REFERENCED IN FM 10-67-1 ARE APPLICABLE TO 

GROUNDING POINTS USED FOR REFUELING OPERATIONS, E.G., ON 

AIRCRAFT RAMPS AND FLIGHTLINE, AND IN FUEL TANKER PARKING 

AREAS.  GROUND TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR OTHER OPERATIONS 

HAVE MORE STRINGENT REQUIREMENTS.  THE FOLLOWING SUMMARIZES 

REFERENCES AND GUIDANCE FOR TESTING OF STATIC GROUNDING 

POINTS UNDER DIFFERENT OPERATIONS:

     A.  AIRCRAFT APRON (REFUEL) AND TANKER PARKING AREA 

GROUNDING POINTS: GUIDANCE PUBLISHED IN FM 10-67-1 REQUIRES 

TESTING OF GROUNDING POINTS AFTER INITIAL INSTALLATION, AND 

EVERY FIVE YEARS THEREAFTER OR WHEN OBVIOUS DAMAGE IS 

DISCOVERED AND AFTER REPAIR OF DAMAGED GROUNDING POINTS.
     B.  AIRCRAFT HANGARS: TM 1-500-204-23-1 (AVIATION UNIT 

MAINTENANCE AVUM AND AVIATION INTERMEDIATE MAINTENANCE AVIM 

MANUAL FOR GENERAL AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE) REFERS TO GROUND 

TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR AIRCRAFT IN HANGARS.  THE TM STATES 

THAT THE GROUNDING SYSTEM MUST BE INSPECTED AND TESTED 

ANNUALLY OR WHEN THERE IS A POSSIBILITY OF MECHANICAL 

DAMAGE.
     C.  AMMUNITION & EXPLOSIVES:
 AR 385-64 (U.S. ARMY 

EXPLOSIVES SAFETY PROGRAM) REFERS TO GROUND TESTING 

REQUIREMENTS FOR AIRCRAFT DURING AMMUNITION OPERATIONS. 

REFERENCE STATES THAT GROUND RODS MUST BE VISUALLY INSPECTED 

EVERY SIX MONTHS AND ELECTRICALLY TESTED EVERY 24 MONTHS.
4.  POC AT THE ARMY PETROLEUM CENTER IS MR. DEL LEESE, DSN 

977-8580, COMM. (717) 770-8580.  EMAIL:  DLEESE@USAPC-

EMH1.ARMY.MIL
