FIRE PREVENTION & FIRE EXTINGUISHER USE

Lesson Plan & Program Text

I.
Introduction:



A.  Annual Review of Fire Prevention techniques



B.
Reference:  Army Pamphlet - Fire Prevention



C.
Instructions: Review attached information.  Complete the written exam and 



submit it to the instructor.  If you require further material or clarification, 



contact the Unit Training Officer.

II.
Outline:



A.
Review Fire Prevention Process



B.
The ABC’s of Fire Extinguishers

C. Classification Symbols of Different Fire Extinguishers

D.  Fire Extinguisher Ratings and General Specifications

E. Numerical Range for Most Fire Extinguishers

F. How to Use a Portable Fire Extinguisher

G.  What You Should Know About Installation and Maintenance of Fire Extinguishers



H.  Student Evaluation 

III.
Lesson Plan:




A.  Fire Prevention - Follow these Safety Tips

(1) Do not allow trash to accumulate

(2) Keep office areas neat and clean

(3) Know where the fire alarm boxes and extinguishers are located

(4) Know the different types of fire extinguishers and how to use them

(5) Store hazardous materials in designated areas

(6) Keep exits free of obstructions

(7) Smoke only where permitted

(8) Maintain good connections and effective grounds in wires

(9) Keep equipment clean and use it properly

(10)  Know proper exits and procedures in case of emergency



B.  Classes of Fires

(1) Class A:  ordinary combustibles such as wood, cloth, and paper

(2) Class B:  flammable liquids such as gasoline, oil and oil based paint

(3) Class C:  energized electrical equipment--including wiring, fuse boxes, 


circuit breakers, machinery, and appliances

(4) Class D:  combustible metals--such as magnesium or sodium

NOTE:  Home Fire Extinguishers are not rated D for Class D fires.  

WARNING

It is very dangerous to use water or an extinguisher labeled CLASS A ONLY on an oil-fueled fire.


C.  Fire Extinguisher Classification

(1) Class A, B,C; multipurpose

(2) Class A only; ordinary combustibles

(3) Class A, B only; ordinary combustibles or flammable liquids

(4) Class B, C; flammable liquids or energized electrical equipment

NOTE:  
A missing symbol indicates that an extinguisher is not rated for that class of fire.  For instance, an extinguisher with the Class B and C label could be used on a Class A fire, but it would not be as effective as an extinguisher with a Class A symbol.


D.  Fire Extinguisher Ratings and General Specifications
(1) Class A; 1A to 40A

(2) Class B; 1B to 640B

(3) Class C; no numerical rating


E.  Numerical Range for Most Fire Extinguishers

(1) Class A; 1-A to 3-A

(2) Class B; 5-B to 40-B

(3) Class C; no numerical rating

NOTE:  
Typical rating for multipurpose fire extinguisher: 2-A: 10-B/C (also recommended minimum).  The minimal extinguisher protection for each floor level should be a single multipurpose extinguisher rated 2-A: 10-B/C or higher.  One extinguisher rated 2-A or higher and a second extinguisher rated 10-B: C or higher is acceptable.  Extinguishers should be located throughout the workspace and in any separate building.  40 feet between fire extinguishers is the recommended distance.


F.  How to Use a Portable Fire Extinguisher, Use Acronym PASS.

(1) Pull the pin

(2) Aim low

(3) Squeeze the lever

(4) Sweep side to side

WARNING

  Children should never use the home fire extinguisher.

NOTE:  Before using an extinguisher, make sure that . . .



* Everyone has left or is leaving the vicinity of the fire.



* The fire department has been notified.



* Your know how to use the extinguisher.  There is no time to read directions during an emergency.



* The extinguisher is within easy reach and fully charged.



* You have a clear escape route out of the building or work space.  One that will not be blocked by fire.



* The fire is confined to a small area and is not spreading.

G. What You Should Know About the Installation and Maintenance of Fire Extinguishers

(1) Read the manufacturer's instructions for installation

(2) Use mounting brackets packaged with the unit and mount properly

(3) Hang on the wall in an accessible location.  It should not be blocked

(4) Mount near a room exit to allow an escape route

(5) Never mount an extinguisher adjacent to a potential fire hazard, like a stove.  A fire could render it inaccessible

(6) The extinguisher should be within easy reach of an adult sized person, but out of reach of children

(7) Ensure everyone knows how to release the extinguisher from its mounting bracket

(8) Check pressure monthly. Always make sure extinguishers are fully charged

(9) For repairs or recharging, take the extinguisher to a service company.  Do not try to make repairs yourself.  If extinguishers are not rechargeable, dispose of them properly after use


H.  Student Evaluation

Please select the most correct answer to the following questions.  When you have completed the test return this sheet and study materials, program text, and other related materials to the unit Training Officer.

1.    Have you ever used a portable fire extinguisher, either at home or at work?  If you have please describe the experience.  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you have never used a portable fire extinguisher, skip questions 2, 3, and 4.

2.  Was using an extinguisher difficult the first time?  ____________________________

3. What type of extinguisher was it?  ________________________________________

4. What class of fire was it used on?  ________________________________________

5. Do you own an extinguisher?  __________________.  If you do:

(a) What type is it?  _______________________.

(b) Why did you buy it?  ____________________________________________

(c) Where is the extinguisher located?  _________________________________

(d) Is it fully charged?  _____________________.

6. What type of fire could occur in your home?  _______________________________

7.   What have you done to prevent a fire in your home?  __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.   What type of extinguisher would be best for you? _____________________________

9. What is the escape routes from your living room? _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________   

Your kitchen?  ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

10. What should you think about before and during use of a fire extinguisher? _________   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Where are the fire extinguishers located on the C-26B? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What type of fire extinguishers is located on the C-26B, and for what type of fire can they be used to fight? ___________________________________________________

      ____________________________________________________________________

      ____________________________________________________________________

13. How do you as the pilot determine if the fire extinguishers installed on the C-26B are serviceable?  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

