POV & AMV ACCIDENT PREVENTION

Lesson Plan & Program Text

I.
Introduction:

A.  Annual Review of POV and AMV accident prevention.

B.  Reference:  U.S. Army Safety Center (http://safety.army.mil)

C.  Instructions: Review the information and complete the written exam. Submit the 

exam to the  Training Officer. If you require further material or clarification contact 

the Training Officer.

II. Outline:

A.
Review of Army Safety Program Special Update.

B.
Risk Demographics

C.
Accident Times Data

            D.       POV Accident Percentages

            E.       Seasonal Factors

III.
Lesson Plan:

A.
Army Safety Program Special Update.


(1)
   POVs are the #1 killer of soldiers (figure 1).


(2)    Types of  POV accidents.



(a)   Driver at fault (figure 2). This is the first of 3 slides that document the 1st Quarter 99 Off Duty POV Accidents. The three items listed below are some of the most common mistakes. 




-Fatigue & inattention (driver fell asleep at the wheel).




-Failure to follow traffic rules (driver ran red light)




-Poor judgment (driver lost control).



(b)   Driver not at fault (figure 2). The best defense against this type of accident is to drive defensively.




-Struck by hit and run driver.




-Struck by oncoming vehicle.


(3)   POV Accident Rate



       The 1st Quarter 99 POV accident rate is at it’s highest since FY 95 (figure 3).


(4)   Percentage of  Fatalities (figure 4).



(a)   In the 1st Quarter 99 POV accidents accounted for nearly 79% of all Army fatalities.



(b)   POVs and AMV combined for a total of 89% of Army fatalities.



(c)   The biggest threat to force protection is our vehicle operations.

B.   Risk Demographics


(1)   The group of soldiers with the most risk are  (figure 5) :



(a)   19-22 years old



(b)   E-2 through E-6.


     (c)   E-4s are having nearly 50% more accidents than any other group.

C.   Accident Times Data (figure 6).


(1)   Most accidents happen between Thursday evening and late Saturday night.


(2)   The peak accident times are 0630-0730, 1630-1730, and  about 0100 hours.


(3)   The peak fatality period is about 1830 to 0130.

D.   POV Accident Percentages


(1)   Situation Awareness 23%



(a)   Improper scanning



(b)   Following to close



(c)   Abrupt steering



(d)   Inattention


(2)   Fatigue 37% 



(a)   Alcohol Involvement




-3 Yr. Average:  23%




-FY 98: 15%



(3)   Speed 40%



(a) Non use of seat belts




-3 Yr. Average: 23%




-FY 98: 67%

E.   Seasonal Factors


(1)   It is difficult to determine the impact of seasonal weather on accident statistics. However, we know that ample consideration must be given to driving on snow, wet roads, in low visibility, and anytime we operate in less than ideal weather conditions.  


(2)   The added stress of holidays and extended weekends can also increase our risk.  Ensure that you plan enough time to complete the trip safely, stop as needed, and never drive under the influence of alcohol. 
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